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TRADE, CONSUMERS' GOOD3 DEFICIERCIES CONTINUE

IN ESTONIAN, KARRLO-FISNISH BER "

[ﬁumbers in parentheses refer to appended sources _]

Soviet people not only want to buy goods of high quality but also want a
wide variety of goods. However, the trade organizations of Tallin are not
sufficiently concerned with expanding the variety of goods. For example, very
few caps with earflaps and gloves are for sale. Warm linens and wodlen socks
are also not always available in the stores of Tallin.

Economists, commodity specialists, and planners of the Ministry of Trade
Estonian BSR are still far to little concerned with this matter.(l)

Serious shortcomings also exist in .the rayon industry of Estonia. Of &
total of 22 reyon industriel combines in the republic, only 13 fulfilled their
production plans in 1950, while'none of the enteryrives outiide Tallip ful-
filled the assortmest plm. : T

1ast yehltaratatakes inipliining are being:repeated in 1951. .Forty-six.
rayon industrial enterprises are to operate im 1951, However, "even though
the technical-industrisl plan for these wmterprimes shoyld have been drawn
up and approved before the begiining of thé year, mot a einglé technical-in-
dustrial plan-efited in the first week of January. o

The blame for this condition falls primarily on the'rqyon and city execu-
tive committees and the Ministry of Local and Shale Chemical Industry Eetonian
S8R, and also on Gosplan (state Planning Committee) of the republic.

| .

The, accounts of many rayon industrigal combines are 4lso in unsatisfactory
conditipn; books still havé not bien balenced for the second and third quar-
ters of| 1950. Several rayon industrial combines have set their own prices for
their gpods without government approval. The situation 18 not much better as
far ac quality of work is concerrad.
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million rubles' worth of £inished goods are stored
in the wayefiouses of the réyon industriel combines. In the warehouse of the
Vil'yendskly rayon industrial combine, for exsuple, 15,000 rubles' worth of
stamps end 25,000 rubles' worth of ceramic products have been in storage for
3 years, while in Kneapsalu locks and cement deteriorated from long storage.

Furtpefore; over a

The reBsons for the surplus of goods are the obviously unsuitable out-
nut, exceediugly high prices and, finally, the output of unplanned products
without reférepce to the needs of the population.

In the fipsl anslysis, the success of any undertaking depends on the per-
gonnel and leadership of the reyon industrial combines. Yet, the combine in
Knaapsaly changed directors i times within 4 yeers and chief accountants five
times durig 1950. The coubine in Khar'ya had four cllef accountants, the com-
bine in Narve hed three chlef accountants, and the combine in Kokhtla-Yarve
changed qir€ctors three times during 1950. Taking advantage of the large turn-
over of exeCutive perSOnnel, vaerious rascals and swindlers made their way into
the enterprises Of the rayon industry.(2)

There 8re serjous ghortcomings in retail trade in Petrozavodsk, Karela-
Finnish §SR. For example, & new food market, the opening of which wes impa-
tiently swslted by the population, bas en ipsufficient variety of goods for
sale. PFresh gish, onions, or vegetables cannot be bought at 'this store.
Service at the store is also poor; customers cannot even buy & loaf of breed

without waiting for & long time.

Similar conditions of scarce assortment end poor service prevail in many

other stores in Petrozavodsk. When agked the reasons for the lack of many
consumers’ Roodfé ir the stores, Kirillov, trade director of the Petrozavodsk
Trade Orgaflzation, explained that since it is the beginning of the year, new
shipments Of gotds bave pot yet arrived and the old stock hms been depleted.
Hovever, it was difficult to purchase knitted fabrics, gloves, erd mittens
during wost of the last 6 months of 1950.(3)
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